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HAVE a note from the Chicago
writer  Vineént Starrelt on
Sonin M. Davig® “fine article,”
“Howard  Phillips  Loveeraft As
His  Wife Remembers Him,"”
which was published here on Aug,
22, Mr, Starrett says “1 am much
plcbsed-—it is a notable news beal
in a way, and 1 congratulate you,”
.« . Albert E. Lownes of Provi-
dence writes “The story was a
corker, I don't recall its equal since
Sarah Helen Whitman ‘decided to
‘tell all’ aboul Poe—and Sarah
Whitman was tied down by Vic-
torlan regerve ., . . And the
cminent  Poe  scholar  Thomas
Ollive Mabbott is thankful for
“that very imporiant article, I do
not think her statements contro-
versial; her story fits in with the
general picture, And the gne thing
disputed that is at all ilmportant

. —just how he left New York—

she is more likely to be right about.
than anyone else. As to his state-
ment that the principat trouble
was his lack of money—her in-
terpretation ig I think correct, He
must have fell embarrassed at his
position, men whose wives finance
them do, and he probably was too
polite ever to tell her that he fell
this deeply.”

Oddly enough, the very first
people to wrile me are associates
in these groups where H. P. Love-
craft first made his literary con-
lacts, including Sonia H, Greene
who became his wife. Mrs. Nita
Gerner Smith of Point Pleasant,
N.J., and Michael Phelan of Plain-
field, Conn, Mr, Phelan wants me
to say something about amateur
journalism. He writes: “There are,
in fact, three major amateur press
associations in the U.S. today: the
National, the United, and the
American Amateur Press Associa-
tion, All are non-profit and organ-
ized for the greater personal en-
joyment of amateur journalism.
The'members vary widely in age,
in financial standing, in quty
Chief means of operation is for
writers 1o send their stuff to those &
who print and/or publish, Once a
journal is published, the printers
send them to an elected mailer
who, monthly 'mails a bundle of all
submitled journals to each mem-
ber.”

In ‘more critical veins there are
comments from Bill Powers and
Elliot Paul. ;. . Bil Powersisa
composing room friend of mine
who really puts this page together
in its zinc and lead state. Said he:
“She's a fine-looking woman., And
here where it says she asked him
to kiss her goodnight, and he
wouldn't—why, the s.0b,'T wish
I'd heen standing right behind
himt” Let me say paren-
thetically thal Mr, Paul reports
(from Cranston, where he is living
al present) that he is now complet-
ing the autobiographical volume
which will follow his recently
published “The Ghost Town on the
Yellowstone,” and that “it is made
up of my recollections of the Louis-
ville of 1909 and 1910.” Bui he was
modestly enpugh writing me pri-
mauily about the Lovecrafl piece.
He says: “I want o thank you for
the service rendered to life and let-
ters in publishing Mrs, Loveeraft's
piece about her late husband. His
work was not of the kind T enjoy
very much because it always
seemed strained and artificlal, Na-
ture dontains enough horror and
any attempt to drag it in from out-
side the boundaries is sure to fail.
Liovecraft's prose reminded me of a
cart overloaded with bananas but
his personality as revealed by his
wife, thanks to you, has grown in
significance. The author oul-hor-
rorg his own lugubrious crealions.
Wasn't he a bit like Harry Lehr
but ingrown instead of an exhibi-
tionist?”

I've received some personal
reminiscences about Lovecraft
which I shall print next Sunday.
But today let me wind up with ex-
cerpts from a long ~leiter from
Lovecraft's editor and publisher,
August Derleth:

“On the whole,”

he say$, Mrs.
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Cown wrillen words thoughts

Davis’ memoir “would appear to be
innocuous enotgh, but I am afraid
that in varlous pluces the lmprea-
sion 14 glves s distorted and not in
accordance with facts., I am most
disagreeably impressed by Mrs,
Davis' writing that ‘Howard would
beecome livid with rage. He seemed
ntmost to lose hig mind.” " (That iy,
upon  confronting  foreign-born
Americans en masse in New York,)
“Now,” Derleth continues, “it is the
considered opinion of all others
who have known HPL that, though
he resented the infiltration of for-
eign elementg into old areas of thoe
cities he Joved, and the often con-
sequent dospollmg of those places
particularly of their antiquities
and charm, he was not in fact
guilly of any actual anti-Semitism,
As for his being ever in a slate of
‘livid rage,’ that, I feel, is a gross
exaggeration of the worst kind;
hig letlers lestify thal whalever he
did, he was a gentleman, | ..

11, is therefore absolutlely in-
credible cither that HPL ever was
Jivid with rage,’ that he ‘seemed
almost Lo loge his mind,’ or that he
ever said lo anyone the state-
ment Mrs, Davis attributes to him:
‘It is more important to know what
to hate than it is to know what to
love.” I can positively refule these
stalements by drawing upon the
Loveeraft letters to show in his
and
concepls directly contrary to any
such idea. Lovecrdtt was absolutely
incapable of hate, .

“We have evidence to show in
the Lovecraft letters that he was
often in the habit of making dis-
paraging remarks about Jews, Ori-
entals, Portuguese, elc, etc, but
these remarks cannot be construed
as racial prejudice in the vicious
sense in which it exists today, Fur-
therimore, these views were {emn-
peréd and vanished in his later let-
ters; during his last 20 years he is
seldom found to make any such
remarks,

“Mrs. D‘\vm writes” of how much
money she gave HPL. The impres-
sion she makes is that she con-
tributed very largely to.his sup-
port, and that Howard earned
nothing, and that his aunis sent
him nothing, His auntis unfortiun-
ately are dead, and cannot answey
for themselves. BUT—Howard had
no less than 22 stories, several re-
prints, and anthology representa-
tions published in the period of his
marriage, 1824-1929, Mrs, Davis
mentions only one rewrile story.
At the same time, he vevised (for
others) voluminously. . . . AND
ALSO—there are in our possession
ihe Lovecrafl letters o his aunts,
in which he thanks them for things
they have done for him; these do
not cuite jibe with the statement
that he was sent only $5.

“We had hoped to keep out of
the ‘Selected Letiers’ some of the
references to HPL's marvied life;
but publication of Mrs. Davis’
article now makes it necessary for
us to refufe some of the aspects of
what is otherwise an inleresting
document.

“Despite these differences, I
think it is good that Mis. Davis'
article saw the light of day. . It
carries with it, too, the feeling {hat
HPL did not know Mrs, Davis was
a Jewess uniil she told him, But
one of the things about HPL's mav-
ried life that distressed him from
the beginning was the way in
which his wife often talked in

lgnger conversations on the tele-
phone in Jewish, so that he never
knew whal she talked about
whether of him, their life together,
ot what, and the incidence of
these long talks often persuaded
him that he was the subject of the
conversation,”

The letters Mr, Derleth refers {o
are, of course, still unpubhshed and
he has not quoted from them in his
own letter; in other words, my ex-
cerpls have dropped only further
explication of Derleth’s main
points; and that I've had to do be-
cause of that old devil space.

w. T. 8
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